
Juneteenth Edition,  2023 

What is Juneteenth? 

Juneteenth is an American Holiday that commemorates June 19, 1865, the date that enslaved Black 
people of Galveston, Texas, learned that President Abraham Lincoln had freed enslaved people in 

rebel states two and a half years earlier.  250,000 Black Americans learned of their freedom on that 
day! 

Juneteenth is a celebration of freedom.                                                                                                
Juneteenth is a day to focus on the complexity of the Black American experience. 

The Juneteenth flag is full of symbols. Here’s what they mean 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/17/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-
cec/index.html 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/17/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-cec/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/17/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-cec/index.html


All around the North Shore of Mass. -- https://north-shore-juneteenth-
assoc.constantcontactsites.com/juneteenth-celebrations- 

 

Newburyport City Hall Flag Raising Ceremony– Friday, June 16th at 5 PM in front of city hall (60 
Pleasant St. NBPT)- the city is partnering this year with the North Shore Juneteenth Association. The 
program will include a speaker, a poet, the singing of the Black National Anthem, music and more!  

 

https://north-shore-juneteenth-assoc.constantcontactsites.com/juneteenth-celebrations-
https://north-shore-juneteenth-assoc.constantcontactsites.com/juneteenth-celebrations-
https://nbptdeialliance.com/city-event/
https://www.nsjuneteenth.com/


 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 
 

 
The Rope Burners, Ice Cream and Swimming–  
Monday, June 19th from 1- 5 PM, free and open to the public YWCA Greater Newburyport (13 
Market St. NBPT) 
1- 2 PM Make your own ice cream sundaes 

2-3 PM The Rope Burners- a competitive Double Dutch team from Roxbury, led by coach and program 
founder Angela Francis will perform 

3-5 PM Open Swim 

 When Houston Had The Blues 

 

Screening & Discussion with director Alan Swyer 
Monday, June 19th at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nbptdeialliance.com/ywca-juneteenth-events/


 
CLICK HERE FOR ADVANCED TICKETS  

 

 

 

Featuring Lightnin' Hopkins, Big Mama Thornton, Clifton Chenier, Bobby "Blue" Bland, and others, 
When Houston Had The Blues describes a vibrant Black music scene that has never gotten its due. 
Celebrate Juneteenth at The Screening Room with this lively documentary, followed by a Skype 
interview with director Alan Swyer, moderated by Edward Carson. 
 
50% of proceeds from this screening will be donated to Community Change, Inc, an organization 
promoting racial justice and equity by challenging systemic racism and acting as a catalyst for anti-racist 
learning and action in the greater Boston area. (US / 2023 / Directed by Alan Swyer)Unrated / 1 hr 
57 mins 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/when-houston-had-the-blues-tickets-638291144997
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0842905/?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.thegovernorsacademy.org/cf_directory/dirprofile.cfm?id=7761&p=369
https://communitychangeinc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Screening-Room/1460011977555079?skip_nax_wizard=true
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Screening-Room/1460011977555079?skip_nax_wizard=true


 



 



 



 

 Black Heritage Trail NH 

Juneteenth Celebration 2023 

Reading the Bones: Celebrating the African Diaspora  

June 10, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19, 2023 

The celebration includes a tour, a panel discussion, a Reggae festival, a gospel choir concert, African 

drumming, and more… 

Reading the bones is both an ancient and modern form of divination found in all civilizations. Divination is 
among the earliest human spiritual practices concerned with choosing actions that were in accord with the 
“will of heaven” to allay uncertainty, heal illness, or navigate issues of tribal importance. 
Interestingly, the casting and reading of the bones take on a different connotation when we consider the 
rediscovery of the 18th-century African burying ground in Portsmouth, NH. This accidental unearthing of 
African remains on a city street that had been forgotten, paved over, and built upon forced the city and the 
state at large to acknowledge their history of enslaving humans and the presence of Africans in the region 
before enslavement. 
BHTNH offers this weeklong Juneteenth celebration to honor these early African settlers and their 
descendants for their extraordinary contributions to the growth of this region. We honor the African traders 
who interacted with the Indigenous tribal nations long before European settlers landed on these shores. We 
honor the Africans who survived the Middle Passage and the successive generations of the African diaspora 
who continue to contribute to the development, wealth, and well-being of New England. 
Event Sponsored by: 

 

In Partnership with: 

3S Artspace, Atlantic Media, Black Lives Matter Seacoast, Business Association for People Of Color, Canterbury 
Shaker Village, Currier Museum of Art, NAACP Seacoast, New Hope Baptist Church, Nikkita Productions, 
Players' Ring, PMAC, Rachel One Love, Racial Unity Team, Seacoast African American Cultural Center, South 
Church Unitarian Universalist Church, Strawbery Banke Museum, Theatre for the People, The Music Hall & 
Vida Cantina.  
 

 

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/
https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/


Saturday, June 10 | Bus Tour, Canterbury Shaker Village | $35 - $45 

AFRICAN ROOTS: HERBAL MEDICINE, INOCULATION & THE SHAKER CONNECTION 

 

By the beginning of the nineteenth century, Europeans and Africans living in America joined with Native 
Americans, creating plant-based therapies to care for the body. The Shakers, at Canterbury and other villages, 
not only adopted some of these therapies but also refined and sold their own remedies. 
 
Join Curator and Historian Dr. Shirley Wajda for a special talk and tour on the history of medicine at 
Canterbury Shaker Village. Participants will explore several buildings including the Infirmary and the Syrup 
Shop. Additionally, Dr. Wajda will place the Shakers’ use and development of medicine in the broader context 
of early American life. Along the way, participants will learn more about Sister Edith Green an African 
American Shaker who lived, worked, and worshipped at Canterbury Shaker Village. 
Tour Guide: Dr. Shirley Wajda 

Tour Bus will pick up participants at Connect Community Church in Portsmouth NH, located off I-95, exit 7  

Address: 200 Chase Dr, Portsmouth, NH 03801 

Bus Pick Up: 9:15 AM  

Bus Arrives: 10:30 AM  

Tour Starts: 11:00 AM  

The event is brought to you in partnership with Canterbury Shaker Village 

REGISTER AND PURCHASE TICKETS HERE 

Wednesday, June 14 | Panel Discussion | 6:00 PM | Currier Museum | Manchester, NH 

STILL, UPROOTED? HEARTACHE AND HOPE IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

In 2009, the Center for the Humanities at the University of New Hampshire produced a 30-minute 
documentary, Uprooted: Heartache and Hope in New Hampshire, that featured the lives of five refugees who 
were re-settled in New Hampshire. They told their personal stories of war, persecution, refugee camps, and 
starting again in New Hampshire. Umija and Rasim Gusinac, Udai Baskota, Zahara Mahitula, and Munaf 

https://blackheritagetrainh.wufoo.com/forms/k103pldf0xhzpua/


Mahmood come from different countries and backgrounds, but they are part of New Hampshire's ongoing 
demographic narrative. 
This program will revisit the narrative from the film as we learn where these individuals’ journeys have taken 
them, particularly their continued search to establish a home and develop a sense of belonging in our state. 
Presenters:  

Rashida Eltag Mohamed, Domestic & Sexual Violence Advocate, Manchester Police Department  

Anzura Gakwaya, Community Building Specialist, NeighborWorks Southern New Hampshire  

Fisto Ndayishimiye, Lead Organizer, Change for Concord 

 

Moderator:  

Grace Kindeke, Program Coordinator, American Friends Service Committee NH  

Brought to you in partnership with the Currier Museum of Art, this event is free and open to the public.  

REGISTER HERE FOR IN PERSON 

REGISTER HERE FOR VIRTUAL 

Friday, June 16 | 5:00 PM | Art Exhibit | 3S Artspace | Portsmouth 

IF YOU KNEW, LET IT BE US 

 

McKinley Wallace III, a mixed-media painter and art educator, paints, draws, and collages to tell stories of 
power manifested in resilient peoples. 
Exploring race, history, and intersectionality, Wallace’s artistic ideas are often expressed in a graphic style that 
incorporates realism, minimalism, and hard-edge painting. Strengthened by my role as a Black educator, I 
capture moments of atmospheric and direct tension and rebellion to rattle America's exclusionary ideals and 
legacies – choices enacted by the impact of deferring Black joy for centuries. 
Join us for this opening reception where McKinley Wallace and the other artist sharing the Gallery space at the 
same time will be engaging in a moderated artist conversation together to talk about their work and process, 
and open questions up to Gallery attendees as well as those watching via live stream on Twitch. 
This event is brought to you by 3S Artspace. It is free and open to the public.  
REGISTER HERE 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/hITZND6RzfydEk9Bt4rBHg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/az3SOPw7FJsaJ-iZpy4C5Q
https://www.3sarts.org/gallery/let-it-be-us


 

It is not an overstatement to say that world culture has been influenced by Jamaican reggae 

music and culture. With its roots grounded in an African sensibility of expressing philosophical 

words through music, its slow rhythmic beat, its militant, rebellious, and spiritual lyrics, and its 

positive message about unity, reggae continues to be a source for highlighting issues of social 

justice. 

This festival celebrates the music of the African Diaspora and honors the legacy of roots 

reggae.  Join us for performances by reggae legends, Marcia Griffiths, Brigadier Jerry, Nadine 

Southerland, Onix Brown, Lady G, and Glen Washington; Caribbean foods, craft vendors, and a 

chance to vibe to great music. 

“One good thing about music, when it hits you, you feel no pain.” Robert Nesta Marley. 

READ MORE AND PURCHASE TICKETS HERE 

 

 

 

https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/reggae-festival/


 

Sunday, June 18 | 4:00 PM | Dance Performance | Music Hall | Portsmouth | $30 - $70 

 CAMILLE A. BROWN & DANCERS: RECLAIMING BLACK NARRATIVES 

 

In African societies, dance serves many complex social purposes. Often there is no clear distinction between 

ritual celebration, social recreation, and history-keeping. African Diasporic dances, Samba and tap dance, line 

dance, hip hop, Capoeira, and twerking are all dance styles that have their origins on the continent of Africa. 

Camille A. Brown and Dancers is a group that is reclaiming Black narratives for Black and brown people and 

elevating African Diasporic culture to its rightful place in American society. Spreading the joy of dance, they 

create and present performances that celebrate community, investigate historical and contemporary culture 

and recognize our shared humanity. 

The event is brought to you by the Music Hall 

READ MORE AND PURCHASE TICKETS HERE 

Monday, June 19 | 11:00 AM | African Drumming | African Burying Ground | FREE 

THE HEALING RHYTHM OF THE DRUMS 

 

Traditionally the drum was the heartbeat and soul of African communities, thus holding deep historic and 

symbolic significance. The drums herald political and social events and ceremonies of birth, death, and 

marriage. They spark courtships, home-coming and going, and accompany religious rites and rituals that call 

up ancestral spirits while creating an atmosphere that promotes healing and social resilience. 

https://www.themusichall.org/events/camilleabrowndancers/


This commemorative event, live streaming from the Portsmouth African Burying Ground, pays homage to the 

ancestors buried there. The healing beat of the drums provided by Akwaaba Ensemble, an African drumming 

and dance group, and a ceremony by Rev. Robert Thompson will honor the ancestors who survived upon 

these shores. 

The Event is Free and Open to the Public. 

Monday, June 19 | 2:00 PM | Gospel Choir Performance | South Church | $35 pp 

FROM AFRICA TO AMERICA: WE ARE THE DRUMS 

 

Performance plays a key role in narrating the African story in America. The Negro spirituals sung by enslaved 
Africans laid the foundation for today’s gospel, blues, jazz, and rap music. All of these musical forms provide 
artists the chance to express the Black experience. 
Returning to Portsmouth, The Howard Gospel Choir, a group of students, alumni, and community members 
from Howard University, will lift our spirits as we celebrate, heal, and empower our communities. As the first 
college choir of its kind in the world, the Howard Gospel Choir is a trailblazer for gospel music ministries on 
collegiate campuses across the globe. 
Choir Members Include: 

Choir Director: Ray Bramble 

Cost is $35 per person. Space is Limited.  

The event is brought to you in partnership with South Church Unitarian Universalist Church, Portsmouth NH 

PURCHASE TICKETS HERE 

 

https://blackheritagetrainh.wufoo.com/forms/k1bj1att1kc4gju/


 

 



 

 

Juneteenth Commemoration l 
Wednesday, June 21 l 5:30PM l Mill 
Pond, behind Winchester Public 
Library 

Join the Network for Social Justice and 
partners across Winchester as we 
celebrate and learn from the legacy of 
Frederick Douglass in honor of 
Juneteenth! We will be joined by poet and 
performance artist Nathan Richardson in 
his role as Frederick Douglass. Nathan 
will lead us in a reading of "What To the 
Slave is the 4th of July?" along with a 
community conversation! 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 'Sign-on' Letter to MA State Leadership RE: Reparations 

Commission 
 

If you as an individual and/or your organization/business/entity wants to sign onto this call to action, please 

use the following form to sign onto the statement by JUNE 9TH, 2023. We hope to garner as much support as 

possible within this timeframe, so please share widely with your networks. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfegB5uBsEdY758JEqZRBMsSyAFHsYUuUvdWFe7v7f3AjDAig/view

form 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfegB5uBsEdY758JEqZRBMsSyAFHsYUuUvdWFe7v7f3AjDAig/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfegB5uBsEdY758JEqZRBMsSyAFHsYUuUvdWFe7v7f3AjDAig/viewform


  

 

Shut Up And Paint: Painter Titus Kaphar turns to film when the art world tries to silence his 

activism. 

 

You Can't Stop Spirit: Black women create a space for freedom through the Baby Doll 

Mardi Gras masking tradition. 

 

I'm Free Now, You Are Free: A story about the reunion and repair between Mike Africa Jr 

and his mother Debbie Africaâ€”a formerly incarcerated political prisoner of the MOVE9. 

 

 

W A T C H  N O W  

 

 

 

 

Season 36 Begins 

With National Broadcast Premiere 

Of After Sherman 

On Monday, June 26th 

https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=048dcd680c&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=59408c0767&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=19fc210982&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=d593f52d6a&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=3bb022b8cf&e=b8f635768f


  

 

Returning to the coastal South Carolina land that his family purchased after emancipation, 

filmmaker Jon-Sesrie Goff's desire to explore his Gullah/Geechee roots transforms into a 

poetic investigation of Black inheritance, trauma, and generational wisdom, amidst the 

violent tensions that define America's collective history. 

 

After Sherman, a co-production with ITVS, Black Public Media, and Hedera Pictures, LLC, 

makes its national broadcast premiere on Monday, June 26, 2023 at 10pmET/9C (check 

local listings) and will be available to stream free until July 26, 2023. 

 

L E A R N  M O R E  

 

 

 

https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=8e6a3eb78b&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=483bcb04b6&e=b8f635768f
https://pbs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29b86ef9524c623cec175ed1b&id=3096e8dd64&e=b8f635768f


  

 

Saturday, July 1 | Noon | Statewide 
New Hampshire Communities Read Frederick Douglass 
 
As part of a growing tradition, each July  BHTNH collaborates with community leaders 
across the state to bring people together to read and reflect on Douglass' historic protest 
speech, "What to the Slave Is Your 4th of July?" 
 
Join a community near you on July 1 to attend or participate as a reader. 
 
Read more and find the list of participating communities here 

 

https://blackheritagetrailnh.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c41f227970c3c992bef61e28&id=5a7f0fb504&e=33abce1a78

